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Construction 

of a railway 

line Tallinn-

Riga

Constru
ctio

n of 

a connectio
n 

with
 W

arsaw

Rail B
altic

a fe
asibilit

y study

The Briti
sh consulta

tio
n company Aecom Ltd 

conducted a study about fe
asibilit

y of c
onstru

ct-

ing a European standard width (1
435 m

m) ra
ilw

ay 

tra
ck in

 th
e ro

ute of R
ail B

altic
a. 4

 different ro
ute 

varia
nts were examined in

-depth with
in th

e study 

process. The consulta
nts re

commended th
e ro

ute 

Tallin
n – Parnu – Riga –Panevezys – Kaunas which 

is th
e m

ost d
ire

ct a
nd shorte

st ro
ute fro

m th
e 

farth
est south point to

 th
e fa

rth
est n

orth
 point o

f 

this corrid
or. A

ll t
hree Baltic

 states also agreed on 

such ro
ute in

 M
arch 2011.
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 3.7 billion euros 
These are expected total costs of the Rail Baltica project. 

After the initial study, the project costs for Latvia are 
expected to constitute 1.3 billion euros. Up to 85% will be 

covered by European Union funds.

Studied 760 km
of railway routes

410 km have been proposed for environ-
mental impact assessment.

 >Assessed 50 
variants of the railway 

track route
50 variants were analyzed in 

details to determine the 
exact location of Rail Baltica 

railway line in Latvia. 2 
variants have been proposed 

for environmental impact 
assessment.

> 40 experts
So extensive was 
the research team: 
project managers, 
railway engineers, 

economists, 
financiers, environ-

mental experts, spatial 
planning experts, 

cartographers, road 
engineers, power supply 

engineers e. o., who performed 
the research process of Rail Baltica.

Observing environmental interests

Significantly decreased impact on European 
protected natural areas within the 

project Natura 2000 in the area of 
88 ha. The initial location of the 

route crossed 93 ha of 
protected natural areas, 

whereas the current area of 
impact will be only 5 ha.

         Decrease influence on properties 
           4 200 was the initial number of influenced 

properties, whereas currently expected 
number is approximately 2 000 

properties in case of the 
maximum scenario of the 

railway route construction, 
which will be specified 

after assessment of EIA 
report.
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Rail Baltica is a unified joint railway project of the Baltic 
states: a fast, safe and environmentally friendly railway 
connection with Europe. A new railway track with 
European standard width (1435 mm) and fast, 
environmentally friendly rail transport traffic will 
connect Latvia with European Union member states and 
our closest neighbours – Estonia and Lithuania.

Pankūciņa
3/
92 % Latvijas iedzīvotāju atbalsta Rail Baltica projektu (%)
49 pilnībā atbalsta
43 drīzāk atbalsta
5 drīzāk neatbalstu
3 pilnībā neatbalstu

Planned

agenda of

Rail B
altic

a

Detailed technical study Multi-criteria analysis, selecting the best 
variants. Preparation of EIA report, 
development of technical solutions.
Development of local plans. Financial and 

economic calculations. Executed by: general partnership RB Latvija.
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728 km
Such will be the 
total length of the 
new railway track in 
the Baltic states 
according to 
previously made 
calculations:
235 km in Latvia
229 km in Estonia
264 km in Lithuania

4.1 h
The time 
planned for 
passenger trains to 
get from Tallinn to 
Lithuania’s border 
with Poland. For 
freight trains – 10.4 h.

26 EUR
This is the planned 
ticket price for a trip 
from Riga to Tallinn 
due to previous 
calculations made 
by the British 
consultation 
company Aecom Ltd.

240 km/h 
Such is the 
initially planned 
highest speed of 
passenger 
trains. For 
freight trains – 
120 km/h

In the first half
of year 2015 it
 is planned to 
organize the initial 
public consultation 
in all municipalities, 
influenced by the 
future construction 
of Rail Baltica 
railway line.

92%

(:

What has been
done within the feasibility study
and the initiated detailed study?


